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mark the preponderance of any one system ex-
cept in a general way.    It is the reign of life and
of liberty," *   This philosophical alertness tends
to create a public of philosophical readers.   In
countries of Protestant culture such a public
exists.   The free philosophical discussion of all
great problems,  religious  and other, develops
an  interest  which  finds  expression  in  wider
reading, not stopping   at the frontier of the
world  of  intellectual  speculations.   The new
philosophical  predilection has certainly deep-
ened the thinking of Frenchmen, arrested the
thoughts of many of them upon the great prob-
lems of life, and given them a clearer moral con-
sciousness.   Philosophical intelligence not only
radiates from the schools, from the writings of
independent thinkers, but even from much of
French contemporary literature and especially
from poetry, the drama, and fiction.   If now
almost every citizen can read, it is a further fact
that every public man who is at least a bache-
lor of letters, a doctor, a lawyer, a pastor, most
journalists,  and  most novelists have more or
less philosophy.

One cannot rejoice too much over this grow-
ing sway of philosophy; for with the wide and
sudden spread of common-school education, the
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